
 ReNuAL News Brief: Third Quarter of 2015
Issue No. 4  |  October 2015

DG Amano Kicks Off Construction
On the first day of the IAEA’s 59th General Conference, 
held from 14 to 18 September, IAEA Director General 
Yukiya Amano was joined by the co-chairs of the Friends 
of ReNuAL group, Ambassador Friedrich Däuble of 
Germany and Ambassador Tebogo Joseph Seokolo 
of South Africa, at an event to mark the start of the 
construction phase of ReNuAL. The preparation of the 
Seibersdorf site for construction of the new infrastructure 
and laboratory buildings began on 7 September. Deputy 
Director General Aldo Malavasi, who heads the IAEA’s 
Department of Nuclear Sciences and Applications, 
served as Master of Ceremonies for the event, which 
saw the unveiling of scale models of the new Insect Pest 
Control Laboratory and Flexible Modular Laboratory.

Mr Amano showed his appreciation for the support 
ReNuAL has received and encouraged Member States to 
provide further financial support to ensure that the project 
is fully funded. “The progress we have made so far would 
not have been possible without the generous support 
of IAEA Member States,” said Mr Amano. “I call on all 
Member States to continue to support the IAEA nuclear 
applications laboratories and the ReNuAL project.”

 

Preparing for Construction 

On 7 September, bulldozers took over the greenfields 
at the Seibersdorf laboratories to prepare the site for 
construction. In just two weeks, more than 300 truckloads 
of dirt were removed from the site, transforming the dirt-
filled field into a construction-ready site. 

Building on site will start with the construction of new 
infrastructure, set to take place throughout the remainder 
of 2015. The first new piece of infrastructure to be 
installed in Seibersdorf will be a power loop to connect 
the future laboratory buildings to the existing power grid. 
While this work is carried out, the procurement process to 
obtain construction services for the new buildings will be 
proceeding. The goal is to have the construction contract 
signed by the end of 2015.

Director General Amano has decided that the first building 
to be constructed through ReNuAL will be the Insect Pest 
Control Laboratory (IPCL). The new IPCL will alleviate 
this laboratory’s current severe space constraints and 
increase capacity for developing and transferring new 
and innovative methods for pest control through the 
Sterile Insect Technique (SIT). This will include the 
capacity to potentially develop SIT for additional major 
insect pests. Construction of the new IPCL is scheduled 
to begin in early 2016. 

Renovation of the Nuclear Applications Laboratories

Director General Amano, Ambassador Däuble and Ambassador 
Seokolo unveil scale models of the new laboratories with Deputy 
Director General Malavasi alongside. (Photo: IAEA)

Bulldozers clear the way for construction in Seibersdorf (Photo: IAEA)
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Passing a Fundraising Milestone  
ReNuAL has passed the halfway mark in reaching its 
target budget of €31 million with significant contributions 
pledged and new regular budget resources allocated in 
August and September.

Previous donors announced new pledges, beginning in 
August with the United States of America announcing a 
new pledge of US $1.12 million. During the IAEA’s 59th 
General Conference, the United States announced a 
further pledge of US $3 million. This second pledge fulfilled 
an announcement made by the Unites States during the 
NPT Review Conference in May that it would provide 
US $2 million, and the pledge provided an additional US 
$1 million. Also during the General Conference, China 
announced a financial pledge of €2 million, which follows 
an in-kind pledge of equipment from the 2014 General 
Conference. Switzerland joined China in announcing 
a second contribution to ReNuAL during the General 
Conference, with a pledge of €90 000.

ReNuAL also gained several new contributors during 
this period, beginning with a contribution of €20 000 
announced by Pakistan in August. During the General 
Conference, Pakistan was joined by Kuwait, which 
pledged US $1 million, and South Africa, which pledged 
ZAR 3 million (approximately €200 000). Shortly after 
the General Conference, India became another new 
contributor when it announced a donation of US $ 100 
000. These new contributors increase the number of 
Member States that have made or pledged cash or in-
kind contributions to ReNuAL to 18.

Once all contributions are received and converted to 
euros, and subject to prevailing exchange rates, total 
extrabudgetary funds raised for the project will reach 
approximately €13.4 million. Of the €20.6 million in 
extrabudgetary funds called for by the ReNuAL strategy, 
a further €7.2 million is still required to reach full funding. 

Also during the General Conference, Member States 
approved the IAEA’s 2016-2017 Programme and Budget, 
which includes plans to provide €2.5 million in regular 

budget funds to ReNuAL each of these two years.  To 
date, €5.4 million in capital regular budget funds have 
been allocated to ReNuAL, so the additional €5 million 
for 2016 and 2017 would bring the total capital regular 
budget funds provided to ReNuAL to the initially planned 
€10.4 million. Combined with the extrabudgetary funds 
of €13.4 million that have been raised to date, this would 
bring the total funds provided to ReNuAL to €23.8 million.

Although these new contributions demonstrate an 
important push forward in resource mobilisation for the 
project, the resources currently available for construction 
are only sufficient to fully fund construction of the new 
infrastructure and the IPCL. The remaining extrabudgetary 
resources are required to fund construction of the FML. 
If these funds are obtained quickly, it will be possible to 
construct the FML in parallel with the IPCL, which will 
maximize the cost efficiencies that can be achieved. 
As construction of the FML can only begin when the 
remaining required extrabudgetary funds become 
available, efforts will be made to mobilise these funds, 
ideally, by March 2016, and at the latest by June 2016.  

ReNuAL is an initiative to modernize aging laboratories in Seibersdorf, Austria that are managed by the IAEA’s Department of Nuclear Science and Applications. 
These laboratories strengthen Member States’ capacities to use nuclear and related techniques in food and agriculture, human health, the environment, and 
scientific instrumentation. For further information on ReNuAL, please go to: www-naweb.iaea.org/na/renual. Email: nuclearapplications@iaea.org.
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ReNuAL Extrabudgetary Cash Contributions

Australia 
Austria
China
Germany
India
Indonesia
Israel
Japan
Kazakhstan

Kuwait
Norway
Pakistan 
Republic of Korea
Russian Federation
South Africa
Switzerland 
United Kingdom
USA

* Includes in-kind contributions

CONTRIBUTING MEMBER STATES*
Additional Required Extrabudgetary Resources
Pledged and Announced Extrabudgetary Resources

€13.4 Million €7.2 Million


